
Special Courts Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana  

 
February 15, 2008 

Minutes 
 

1. Members present.  The following members of the committee were present Kenneth Abbott, 
Acting Chair; Richard Campbell, Randy Coffey, Patrick Blankenship, Russell Sanders, and 
George Hoffman. 

2. Staff present. Michelle C. Goodman provided the Committee with staff assistance. 

3. Guests.  Judge Tom Clem. 

4. Court structure project.  The Committee was informed that there will be a presentation on this 
project at the District meetings again this year.  The Committee also reviewed comments 
submitted on this project from three judges since the article in Court Times.  The Committee 
decided to continue to work toward achieving having all judges in Indiana law-trained and then 
continue to work on the proposals for unification.  Also, the Committee requested that staff try to 
develop a comparison of staff size needed for increased caseload for the unification proposal.  
The Committee agreed to prepare a detailed survey of specific questions in order to get more 
feedback from the trial judges on these concepts.  The Committee members were asked to submit 
their specific list of questions to staff as soon as possible. 

5. Small Claims Rule amendments.  The Committee reviewed a draft amendment to Small Claims 
Rules 2 & 10 regarding the date listed in the notice of claim.  The Committee made two 
additional amendments to the draft, (1) remove “sole” from recommended language in 2(B)(3) 
and (2) made a conforming amendment to 2(B)(9).  The Committee approved the proposed 
amendment for presentation to the Board of Directors. 

The Committee also reviewed the proposed questions on the Small Claims Rule 8(C) 
survey.  The Committee had a lengthy discussion on the differences between various business 
entities.  The Committee approved the questions for distribution to the judges. 

Next, the Committee discussed the issue of attorney’s fees and the jurisdictional cap for 
small claims.  Staff provided a list of the statutes authorizing attorney’s fees and the language of 
the jurisdictional statutes for the Committee.  The Committee determined that their 
recommendation in November would need to be more extensively researched based on the 
information provided by staff.  The Committee decided not to continue to pursue this issue.   

The Committee also reviewed a letter submitted by Wright & Lerch concerning small 
claims procedures. 

 
6. 2008 meeting schedule.  The remaining meetings for 2008 will be held on: 

Friday, May 16, 2008  
Friday, Aug. 15, 2008  
Friday, Dec. 5, 2008  

  All meetings will be held at the Indiana Judicial Center at 11 a.m.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
         
 
       Michelle C. Goodman 
       Staff Attorney 


